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from the Bench without having been members of the House of
Commons.1
Lord President of the Council?
Lord Privy SeaL—The duties of this office have been abolished by
statute. The holder usually sits in the Cabinet without specific
departmental duties.
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster.—Apart from patronage
this office is virtually a sinecure office and is used for the appointment
of a Minister, sometimes with a seat in the Cabinet, who can be free
of departmental duties. The revenues of the Duchy belong to the
Sovereign as Duke of Lancaster.
The Law Officers* Department.—All government departments either
have departmental solicitors or use the services of the Treasury
Solicitor. The Home, Foreign, Colonial and Commonwealth Re-
lations Offices have legal advisers. The Law Officers of the Crown*
the Attorney-General and Splicitor-General, represent the Crown
in coiffts^Tjustle^^ and act as^legal advisers to the Government
on more important matters. They are assisted by Junior Counsel
to the Treasury who are practising barristers and hold no political
office. As representing the Crown, the Attorney-General and
Solicitor-General take part in many judicial or quasi-judicial pro-
ceedings relating to the public interest, such as proceedings relating
to the administration of charities and income tax. The appoint-
ments are political and are conferred on successful barristers who
are supporters of the party in power. The Attorney-General has
sometimes been a member of the Cabinet, but in view of his
duties in connection with prosecutions3 it is generally regarded
as preferable that he should remain outside the Cabinet as the
Government's chief legal adviser. In addition to the salaries of their
offices the Law Officers formerly drew substantial sums in fees for
Crown litigation, though private practice was prohibited. But the
salaries are now fixed at £10,000 for the Attorney-General and
£7,000 for the Solicitor-General with no fees. Advancement to
judicial or political office is more or less assured to the holders of
either appointment, but the supposed claim of the Attorney-General
to appointment as Lord Chief Justice would seem to have little
foundation. Only twice since 1875 has the Attorney-General been
appointed directly to the latter office. The Attorney-General is the
head of the English Bar, The Dean of the Faculty of Advocates is
head of the Scots Bar. The Lord Advocate aud the Solicitor-General
for Scotland are the Law Officers for Scotland.
1 A succinct account of this office is given by Lord Schuster in 11 C.L.J. 175,
(1949).
* P. 137, ante,	* Part V, Chap. 2.

